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ANCIENT EGYPT STUDY GUIDE
The ancient Egyptians made contributions that have influenced the present world.
Many inventions of the ancient Egyptians are still used today.
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One of the greatest contributions of the ancient
Egyptians is the architecture of the pyramids.

Ancient Egyptians invented one of the world’s
first systems of writing called hieroglyphics.
Hieroglyphs were written on papyrus paper
made from the papyrus plant that grew on the
banks of the Nile River.

Ancient Egyptians used small sundials and large
ones called obelisks to know the time of day.
They also created water clocks so people could
tell time at night. The early Egyptians
developed the 365-day calendar by studying
the stars and the floodwaters of the Nile River.

People in ancient Egypt adapted to their environment. Resources were used to produce
goods and services. Ways people in ancient Egypt adapted to their environments:

The size and location of ancient Egypt has changed over time.

• FARMING: Crops of all kinds were bountiful as fertile soil was created each year from the
flooded Nile River. Most of the land was desert, but there was rich soil along the Nile.
• CREATED IRRIGATION SYSTEMS: Skilled farmers invented the first plows and used oxen
to help build irrigation systems to bring water inland. This enabled men to have jobs and allowed
them to trade goods across the Mediterranean Sea.
• TRADED ALONG THE MEDITERRANEAN COAST: Crafts, such as pottery and
baskets, were traded and used in the storing of crops and fish caught in the Nile River. Cloth was
created from the flax plant and was traded at marketplaces.
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The earliest Egyptians settled along the
Nile River in northeast Africa.

The Egyptian empire spread
southward along the Nile River and
eastward and westward along the
Mediterranean coast.

Egypt sits at the northeastern corner
of Africa along the Nile River.
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